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do what you wish we will simply be playing the game of the
Russophils!"
"To-day," Pilsudski replied, "the Germans have taken the
place of the Russians in Poland. We must resist the Germans. I
do not see why we should not enter into relations with the Russo-
phils." That this largeness of view should bewilder his friends
was not surprising; it was entirely new to them to think of co-
operating with the Russophils; the idea did show something,
however, of the stature of Pilsudski, his grasp of essentials and
width of vision. But no detente took place between the Indepen-
dentists and the Russophils. By request of the German authorities
Pilsudski soon quitted Warsaw. At Otwock he received Kas-
przycki, the new head of the secret Polish Military Organization
created during the previous year for action in Russian Poland.
Having arranged to oppose the Germans covertly he returned to
the front.
About a fortnight before, Bethmann-Hollweg, German Chan-
cellor, had nothing more definite to promise Poland than the
"dawn of an evolution which should for ever efface the ancient
rivalry between Germans and Poles." In September 1915 the
Independentists published at Warsaw a statement, which omitted
mention of the Supreme National Committee, but proclaimed the
great qualities of the Legions, and the high esteem in which
Commandant Joseph Pilsudski was held.
POLAND PARTITIONED AGAIN
Next the Central Powers made a new partition of Poland, Ger-
many taking the northerly part of the Congress Kingdom occupied
by her troops, Warsaw being fixed on as the seat of its govern-
ment, and Austria the southerly part occupied by her troops,
with Lublin as its centre. This division of territory was confirmed
by a Convention signed on December 14, 1915, at Teschen
(Cieszyn), by Austria and Germany. General von Beseler was
German Governor-General at Warsaw, and General von Kuk
Austrian Governor-General at Lublin.
Representations made by Pilsudski and others to the Supreme
National Committee were without effect, and the growing differ-